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Introduction

Spelling is the ability to recognize, recall, reproduce or obtain orally or in written form
the correct sequence of letters in words. There are a number of cogent reasons for
learning to spell words accurately. One is that correct spelling makes the reader
understand the written message clearly. Writing a text with incorrect spelling leads to
unsuccessful communication between the writer and the audience. Thus, writers should
have good competency in spelling in order to convey their written messages vividly.
Second, spelling demonstrates the writer’s sound knowledge and efficient spelling
creates a good impression about his academic proficiency. Spelling is also important in
international language tests. Thus, students need to be encouraged and motivated to work
on their spelling skills using different techniques to develop their spelling ability.

In order to help the students overcome their spelling problems, the English Language
Department in Jeddah initiated and organized a contest called SPELL SAUDIA in 2017.
This contest includes all the stages, primary, intermediate and secondary based on the
English language curriculum currently used.
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N Importance of Spell Saudia

Develop and improve the process of learning and teaching English in the
primary, intermediate and secondary grades
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r Aims of Spell Saudia

. To encourage the student to learn the principles and patterns of English spelling.
. To encourage to identify and the origins and structures of English words.
. To emphasize accuracy of word usage and pronunciation.

1
2
3
4. To encourage students to improve their reading, speaking and composition skills.
5. To encourage students to appreciate the uniqueness of English vocabulary.

6

. Enriching the student’s linguistic inventory.
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r Role of Supervisor

1. To circulate the idea about Spell Saudia program ideas and regulations to teachers,

schools and students.
To provide the teachers with the approved word lists.
To support teachers with whatever they need about the contest.

To lead the nomination processes throughout the phases of the contest.

SRR S

To help nominated students in the final ceremony to do better and feel more confident.
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r Role of Teacher

1. To spread the idea of the program in his school.
2. To organize contests in his school and select the best students to represent the school.

3. To supervise and assist the students through the phases of the program.
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r Role of Students

1. To study the approved wordlists.

2. To work on improving their spelling skills via the wordlist.
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r Spell Saudia Rounds

1. The contest includes four rounds:

» Round one: inside schools to nominate the best students to represent the school.

» Round two: held in the educational offices to serve as an elimination round the next
round.

» Round three: is an elimination round on the educational level offices’ students who pass
the second round, and nominate the best students to the next round.

» Final round: takes place in the Closing Ceremony. The nominated students from round
three will compete against each other on stage.

2. All nominee students are responsible for knowing the correct spelling of all the approved
words lists.

3. Participants should also be familiar with the definitions, example sentences and

etymology (word origins) provided with wordlists.
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|
COMPETITION PROCESS

1-During each competition round, each student will have ONLY ONE chance to correctly spell
a given word.
2- Incorrect spelling will result in immediate disqualification from the round and the competition.
3- When presented with a word, the participant may:
a. Ask that the word to be pronounced again, but no more than two times.
b. Ask for the definition of the word.
c. Ask for the origin or word etymology.
d. Ask to put the word in a sentence.
4. Each participant will have a maximum of 30 seconds to complete the spelling of the pronounced
word:
a. Timing will begin by automatic device unless the student asks for further clarification on
the pronounced word, after which the timing device will begin.
b. If the participant does not begin to spell before the end of the 30-second period, he will
be automatically ejected from the competition.
c. If the participant begins to spell before the end of the 30 second period, he will be
alowed to finish spelling the word.
5-Spell Saudia competition is a purely oral competition. Therefore, students will not be allowed
to use a pencil or a pen during the competition rounds.
6. For proper nouns (words beginning with capital letters), the student must indicate the capital
letter. For example, for the word, JEDDAH, the student must say, “Capital J-e-d-d-a-h.”
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Outcomes of Spell Saudia

. To enhance the level of the student’s academic achievements.
. To enrich the linguistic lexicon for students.

. To promote the skills of how to use English vocabulary.

. To evoke the spirit of the academic competition.

. To develop their cognitive skills.
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